A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
Greece and the ^Egean Islands, in Asia Minor and in Italy, traces
of this ancient cult may still be found. In the churches of Palermo,
Naples, Sardinia, and Styria, the custom survives to this day.
On the sacred island of Tenos, close to Delos, a great religious
festival is held twice a year, and many sick persons sleep in the
church in expectation of a cure. Each year miracles are reported.
Incubation is also still practised on a small scale in Cyprus, in
Rhodes, and at many country churches on the mainland of Greece
and in Asia Minor.
The subject is worthy of careful study, and has been discussed
at length by Mary Hamilton in a most interesting monograph,
now rather a rare book, published at St. Andrews in 1906.*
Before we pass from the early Greek period to the Hippo-
cratic era, two further sources of information must be examined,
because both illustrate how medicine, shaking off the bonds of
magic and of empiricism, emerged at last as a subject of scientific
study.
No description of the medicine of Ancient Greece is complete
without some reference to her greatest poet, and to the philo-
sophers, who included medicine in their comprehensive survey
of knowledge.
Homeric Medicine and Surgery2
The reader of Homer, in search of information bearing upon
medicine, may well be bewildered by the difficulty of distinguish-
ing between gods and men in the characters, and between historical
fact and poetic fancy in the narrative. Dr. Schliemann, by his ex-
cavations at Troy and at Mycenae, about 1876, did much to infuse
reality into the epic tales of the Iliad and the Odyssey. As a result,
the modern traveller in Greece and adjacent lands may visualize
the Trojan war and may follow the wanderings of Odysseus.
Nor can. he remain unmoved as he enters the citadel of Mycenae
through the Lion Gate, one of the most famous sights of Greece,
with its gigantic hundred-ton lintel stone, surmounted by two
carved lions; that gate through which Agamemnon marched
forth to aid his brother Menelaos in the siege of Troy, and through
which he returned victorious ten years later, only to be murdered
1 Mary Hamilton, Incubation, or the Cure of Disease in Pagan Temples and Christian Chi&che$)
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